




 

 

   M
ay 28, 2014 

   The H
onorable P

aul C
ook 

U
nited S

tates C
ongress 

1222-Longw
orth H

ouse O
ffice B

uilding 
W

ashington, D
C

  20510 
 D

ear  C
ongressm

an C
ook: 

 I am
 w

riting you w
ith a status update on the Southern C

alifornia R
egional R

ail A
uthority's 

(M
etrolink) continued concern over radio spectrum

 necessary to perm
it M

etrolink to im
plem

ent 
P

TC
, as m

andated by the R
ail Safety Im

provem
ent A

ct of 2008 (R
S

IA
).   

 O
ver four years ago, S

C
R

R
A

 arranged for the purchase of necessary spectrum
.  W

e have been 
w

orking in good faith through all the procedural requirem
ents for the purchase of such spectrum

.  
B

ut approval of our purchase, and of necessary w
aivers associated w

ith the purchase, have been 
pending before the Federal C

om
m

unications C
om

m
ission (C

om
m

ission) for over four years.  
M

etrolink needs a perm
anent and reliable solution to its spectrum

 needs in order to ensure a safe 
and tim

ely im
plem

entation of PTC
 in the Los A

ngeles B
asin. 

 The spectrum
 in question is currently licensed to M

aritim
e C

om
m

unications/Land M
obile (“M

C
LM

”).  
In M

arch of 2010, M
C

LM
 and M

etrolink filed applications at the C
om

m
ission seeking m

odification 
and assignm

ent of a partitioned portion of a license to M
etrolink.  In A

pril of 2011, the C
om

m
ission 

designated a hearing to investigate M
C

LM
’s qualifications to be a C

om
m

ission licensee.  In so 
doing, the C

om
m

ission – explicitly m
indful that delay in acting on the M

etrolink applications could 
have safety of life im

plications – expressly invited M
etrolink to dem

onstrate that its applications 
should be “rem

oved from
 the am

bit” of the hearing.  M
etrolink subm

itted such a dem
onstration on 

M
ay 9, 2011, and the C

om
m

ission’s ow
n E

nforcem
ent B

ureau supported M
etrolink’s show

ing.  
H

ow
ever, the C

om
m

ission took no action on M
etrolink’s show

ing. 
 In August of 2011, M

C
LM

 filed for bankruptcy, and in January 2013, the B
ankruptcy C

ourt entered 
an order approving a P

lan of R
eorganization for M

C
LM

. Pursuant to that P
lan, the license at issue 

here w
ill be assigned (subject to FC

C
 approval) to C

hoctaw
 H

olding, LLC
 ("C

hoctaw
"), a group of 

M
C

LM
’s secured creditors.  In M

arch of 2013, C
hoctaw

 filed an application at the FC
C

, seeking 
consent to the assignm

ent of the M
C

LM
 licenses to C

hoctaw
, and assignm

ent of a portion of one 
geographic license to M

etrolink, under the C
om

m
ission’s “S

econd Thursday” precedents.  In light 
of the filing of the C

hoctaw
 application, the FC

C
’s hearing w

as stayed, w
ith the exception of an 

issue that is not relevant to M
etrolink’s purchase.  
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A
lso in M

arch, 2013, the W
ireless Telecom

m
unications Bureau opened W

T D
ocket 13-85 to seek 

com
m

ents on the applications.   In response, elected officials and governm
ental agencies 

(including the U
.S

. D
epartm

ent of Transportation) urged the C
om

m
ission to act prom

ptly, and 
favorably, on the S

C
R

R
A

 applications. N
otw

ithstanding that strong show
ing of support, the 

C
om

m
ission has taken no action on them

.   
 To its credit, M

etrolink has obtained, through an interim
 lease arrangem

ent, other spectrum
 that w

ill 
enable it to achieve at least partial, tem

porary com
pliance w

ith the R
S

IA
.  But that arrangem

ent 
affords M

etrolink less spectrum
 than is necessary for full com

pliance now
, m

uch less for future 
com

pliance as P
TC

-related spectrum
 needs increase.  M

oreover, that arrangem
ent is tem

porary 
and term

inable at the sole discretion of the other party, w
hich has its ow

n present and future needs 
for the spectrum

.  This is not an acceptable solution.  
 There can be no doubt as to the public interest in facilitating the provision of PTC

, a life-saving 
w

ireless technology designed to m
onitor the location and m

ovem
ent of trains, then slow

 or stop a 
train that is not being operated in accordance w

ith signal system
s and/or operating rules. This 

safety redundancy prevents train-to-train collisions and overspeed derailm
ents, as w

ell as the 
associated injuries and fatalities to passengers, railw

ay w
orkers and others.  The N

TSB included 
the im

plem
entation of P

TC
 system

s on its "M
ost W

anted list" every year from
 the list's inception in 

1990 until the enactm
ent of R

S
IA

 in 2008.  R
egrettably, because of delays in the lim

ited 
im

plem
entation of R

SIA
 requirem

ents (including the failure of the C
om

m
ission to act on M

etrolink’s 
applications) and the continued incidence of train crashes since 2008, the N

TS
B

 has re-included 
P

TC
 im

plem
entation on its “M

ost W
anted list.”   

 The 
C

om
m

ission 
has 

already 
expressed 

its 
aw

areness 
of 

the 
im

portant 
public 

safety 
considerations at risk.  W

e are therefore extraordinarily frustrated w
ith the C

om
m

ission's inaction 
and find it ill-advised and inappropriate for it to leave M

etrolink and its riding public in the state of 
bureaucratic suspended anim

ation w
e have been in for far too long. 

 Your attention to this issue at this tim
e w

ould be m
uch appreciated. 

 S
incerely, 

 
Larry M

cC
allon 

M
ayor P

ro Tem
, H

ighland 
C

hair, M
etrolink B

oard of D
irectors 

 

   

 
M

ichael P
. D

eP
allo 

C
hief E

xecutive O
fficer 

 

       


